
   HORIZONS Children’s Sailing Charity 
 Volunteer Update June 2021  

 
Hi all,  

Following on the Government’s decision to put a 4-week pause at Step 3 of the roadmap we have had to adapt our plans 
once again. It’s now expected that England will move to Step 4 of the Roadmap on 19th July 2021.  

We have reviewed the Government guidance in conjunction with the following RYA guidance and have produced a plan of 
action to take us up to the 19th July when another review will take place.  

• Guidance on sailing and racing for mixed household crews 
What this means for us: 

• Schools and Group Activities: 
o All group and Schools Programme related activity will now be postponed until the next Roadmap date of the 

19th July 
 In reality it is unlikely we will see any of the Schools Programme take place until they return from 

the summer holidays in September  
o Friendship bookings will now be delayed until after the 19th July 
o Club activity will continue as detailed below 

Understanding the risk: 
Whilst sailing, there will be particular times where you will likely come into closer contact with those you are sailing with. 
This may be for a relatively short period of time or it may be for longer. If the interaction is relatively fleeting or short-term, 
the risk is relatively low. However, if the interaction is for longer period of time and face to face, the risk is much higher so 
the mitigations detailed below have been considered in order to lower the risk of transmission of Coronavirus. 

Essential Mitigating Steps for all: 

• Self-symptom check before leaving home  
• Assess personal risk 
• Register your attendance at each session for test and trace purposes and complete a Return to Sailing form: 

o https://horizonsplymouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Return-to-sailing-daily-form-Short.pdf  
• Where possible download and activate NHS app. Barcodes are located at: 

o Our Office (5 Richmond Walk) 
o The Hut in the Marina 
o Our Yard at Blagdons  

• Arrive in sailing kit where possible 
o Blagdons for Dinghy sailing sessions 
o Hut at the Marina for Keelboat sailing sessions 

• Sanitise hands on arrival and prior to touching any shared surface 
• Maintain social distancing at all times whilst ashore before launching after recovery 
• Horizons will maintain a record of participant contact details for 21 days 
• Sanitise boats between sessions with equipment provided 
• When sailing in keelboats there may be an increased risk of transmission, so we will take the following additional 

mitigating steps 
o Reduce number of people in boats to 2 Volunteers and 2 Cadets 
o try to maintain at least 0.5m separation between crew 
o organise manoeuvres to maximise social distancing and try to avoid face to face where this would normally 

occur 
 

https://assets.rya.org.uk/assetbank-rya-assets/action/directLinkImage?assetId=51386
https://horizonsplymouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Return-to-sailing-daily-form-Short.pdf
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Suggested Mitigating Step for all: 

• As an additional mitigation all participants should consider the use of free lateral flow tests in order to help reduce 
the risk of transmission. They can be ordered here: 

o https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests  

Club Session format until 19th July 2021: 

• Dinghy Sailing: 
o Continue in the current format with minor adjustments 

 Children and volunteers will now meet in Blagdons for dinghy sessions so we can keep numbers low 
at the Hut and help maintain distancing etc 

o Children with Stage 2+ will continue to sail in the dinghies 
o Sessions will be offered on Thurs 16:30-19:00, Sat 09:00-12:00 and 13:00-16:00 
o Sessions will be pre-booked 
o Max of 6 Picos/Fevas on the water with up to 8 Children 
o Supported by 2 x Safety Boats with Simon and Lois 

 
• Hawk 20 Sailing: 

o We will now offer Hawk 20 sailing for existing cadets who don’t have their Stage 2 
o Sessions will be offered on Thurs 16:30-19:00, Sat 09:00-12:00 and 13:00-16:00 
o 2 Volunteers and 2 Children per Hawk 20 
o Aim to have 4 Hawks available for each session  

 This would allow a total of 24 spaces each week 
o Cadets and Volunteers will be pre booked 
o Sessions will be run from the Hut in Mayflower Marina 

 
o Thinking behind the format of this activity: 

 Primary reason to offer this is to give more of our cadets the opportunity to get back on the water in 
a carefully considered approach that balances risk and mitigating factors to create a positive 
experience for both cadets and volunteers 

 Reduce number of people in a boat as a mitigating factor rather than making major adjustments to 
operational procedures 
 

Thanks again for bearing with us and for your continued support over what has been a pretty challenging time in Horizons 
history!  

We will be sending out text messages over the following weeks to let people know when we need help and to book 
people in for sessions.  

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

